Glycosaminoglycans of brain tumors transplacentally induced by ENU in the rat.
GAGs accumulate in the oligodendrogliomas and in the oligodendroglial component of mixed gliomas induced in rats by transplacental ENU. We studied the period between birth and the appearance of the earliest tumoral lesions and did not find any accumulation preceding the early neoplastic proliferations. These findings, together with the observation that GAGs are present only in the oligodendroglial component of tumors, are in agreement with our previous interpretation that the tumoral transformation of oligodendroglia takes place after it has acquired the ability to interfere with GAG metabolism during myelinogenesis.